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Husband: WILLIAM THOMAS, SENIOR 

Born: 26 September 1789 Burlington County, NJ' 

Married: 1805 — 1806 

Died: 20 March 1850 Millstone Township, Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: Robbins Burial Ground (Covill Hill), Upper Freehold Township, NJ 
Father: ROBERT THOMAS (1753 — 1794) 

Mother: MARY ELTON (1766 — 27 December 1843) 

Issue: Born: Place: 

I) Mary E. THOMAS 1804 Monmouth County, NP 
Wife: MARY HOLMAN 

Born: 1785 Pennsylvania? 

Died: 13 September 1854 Monmouth County, NJ 

Buried: Robbins Burial Ground (Covill Hill), Upper Freehold Township, NJ 
Father: 

Mother: 

Issue: Born: Place: 

2) EZEKIEL S. THOMAS 13 October 1806 Monmouth County, NJ 

3) MARGARET THOMAS 10 DECEMBER 1807 UppErR FREEHOLD Tp., MONMOUTH Co. 
4) RACHEL THOMAS 1808 Monmouth County, NJ 

5) CHARLES K. THOMAS, JUNIOR 16 August 1809 Monmouth County, NJ 

6) REBECCA A. THOMAS 28 May/3 June 1811 Allentown, Monmouth Co. 
7) SARAH THOMAS 3 June 1812 Monmouth County, NJ 

8) ELIZABETH THOMAS 21 NOVEMBER 1816 CLARKSBURG, MONMOUTH COUNTY 
9) WILLIAM THOMAS, JUNIOR 3 October 1820 Monmouth County, NJ 

10) Lucy ANN THOMAS 


WILLIAM son of ROBERT and Mary THOMAS was born the 22" of 9" Mo. 1789 is all the entry in the 
Society of Friends register has to offer. As it was after 1752, 9” Month meant September; before 
1753 it meant November because the year started March 25" and Nov- means 9. As it was 
Burlington Monthly Meeting, in the town of Burlington, they must have lived in that County — 
Monmouth was a long ride on horseback and there were many Friends Meeting Houses in that 
County. Prior to finding this the only clue to WILLIAM’S place of birth was the death certificate of 
their son EZEKIEL; it states that WILLIAM was born in New York. He was just 5 when his father died 
and 11 when his mother remarried in 1800, an event he may have attended as WILLIAM THOMAS was 
one of the witnesses. The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting has one more item to share that probably 
concerns this WILLIAM. On the 4” of 7" Month 1803, the 4" of July, WILLIAM ALLENSON, clerk of 
the Meeting, signed a Certificate of Removal addressed to The Monthly Meeting of Friends at 
Eversham: WILLIAM THOMAS, a minor, having been placed an apprentice to a Friend within the 
limits of your Meeting, we recommend him to your religious care desiring his preservation’. He has 
not been identified in the Evesham Monthly Meeting records yet but there is an intriguing entry in 
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the 1804 list of members of the Morrestown Monthly Meeting; it states “received from Burlington, 
WILLIAM THOMAS, removed by Certificate to Philadelphia” (when all the abbreviated words are 
written out), but the Certificates of Removal have yet to be found.’ There is a good possibility he 
was buying property in Upper Freehold Township not too long after leaving Burlington. The first 
deed with that name that has been located is from 1810 but it is known that this was not the first 
property he bought in that township. 


A WILLIAM THOMAS witnessed the signing of a Codicil to the Will of JOHN COMBS, SENIOR of 
Upper Freehold Township, on 16 May 1803 but, at 14, he may have been too young to sign. That he 
was in Burlington in July also favors the conclusion the witness was a different person. Another 
person interested in this family has posted on Ancestry that WILLIAM had a daughter at just 14 years 
old named Mary E. THOMAS by an unnamed woman in 1804; if this is true it could explain his 
absence from Evesham Meeting and his appearance in Upper Freehold Township. Disappointingly, 
there is no reference or other evidence to support this statement. She was born two years before 
WILLIAM married MARY HOLMAN in 1806. The 1830 and 1840 census returns do not include the 
right age female in the enumeration to be this daughter but she may have already married by 1830. 
More research is needed to confirm this claim. 


They had several property transactions, some of which have been found and are detailed here. On 
22 December 1803 WILLIAM and/or MARY purchased 2.03 acres in an area of Upper Freehold 
Township from JosEPH HOLMAN.” This deed has not been yet located but was mentioned when this 
property was later sold wherein is stated that it belonged to MARY THOMAS. Another tract of 11 
acres was bought from PETER MOSLER but this deed has not been found either. WILLIAM purchased 
24.5 acres in Upper Freehold Township from JOHN DEBow for $100.00 on 30 November 1810.° 
This deed states both parties were from Upper Freehold Township. On 14 June 1813, WILLIAM 
THOMAS and his wife MARY sold 50.63 acres in Upper Freehold Township to JOSEPH CASTLER for 
$100.00.’ They bought 10.57 acres from JAMES CHAMBERS on | February 1817 which they sold 
ten years later to RICHARD DEBow.’* On 17 February 1827 WILLIAM and Mary bought a 25-acre 
tract on Toms River Road in Upper Freehold Township going from Upper Freehold to Toms River 
(now probably route 571) from JOHN C. ELy. On 10 October 1827 they sold 23 acres from this tract 
to CALEB MALSBERRY of Dover Township. They held back a strip at the southern edge of the tract 
that measured 2 chains (132’) wide by 10 chains (660’) long giving a total area of 2 acres.” (From 
this it is seen that it was easy to measure off acres using chains — | chain wide by 10 chains long 
equaled 1 acre). This CALEB is not thought to be the blacksmith that lived in Wrightsville. WILLIAM 
bought 26.25 acres from SAMUEL G. and SARAH WRIGHT, of Wrightsville in Upper Freehold 
Township, for $210.00 on 23 June 1830. This tract was triangular with one side running along the 
south side of Burlington Old Path while another ran along the folly ditch then in the eastern part of 
Upper Freehold Township as it would be in Millstone Township when it was sold.'° At this time 
WRIGHT was serving a term as a New Jersey State Senator. On 21 December 1830, WILLIAM and 
Mary sold 16.36 acres on Imlaystown Road to their son EZEKIEL for $100.00 being the 11 acre 
tract bought from PETER MOSLER and 5.36 acres of the 24.5 acre tract bought from JOHN DEBOW 
IN 1810. They sold an adjacent tract on the north side of Imlaystown Road containing 19.14 acres 
to him on | April 1837 for $100.00 which was the rest of the 24.5 acre lot bought from JOHN 
DEBow. On that same date WILLIAM bought 21.6 acres in Upper Freehold Township from 
THOMAS DeBow for $60.00.'! This deed was not recorded until 1853. 
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On 17 June 1823, WILLIAM THOMAS registered his ear mark, the cut of the ear of livestock for 
identification purposes. It was described as An under half crop in the right ear, and a hole in the 
same. WILLIAM THOMAS appears in the census returns of Upper Freehold Township in 1830.'* It 
appears his children WILLIAM, JR. and ELIZABETH are with him and his wife at this time. Several of 
their older children were living nearby if proximity in the census enumeration is an indication of 
closeness of residence.'* They are found there in the 1840 census as well.'* It appears their 
grandson, CHARLES P. THOMAS, lived with them at this time. An unidentified 50 to 60-year-old 
female was with them, perhaps a sister or sister-in-law. 


Millstone Township was formed on 28 February 1844 by an act of the state legislature. It was 
carved out of Upper Freehold and Freehold Townships in Monmouth County and a portion of 
Monroe Township in Middlesex County. WILLIAM and MARY are two of the original inhabitants of 
Millstone Township, though they are not to be found in that list published in History of the 
Township of Millstone by JEAN Mount. It has been said Timing is everything and this is borne out in 
this situation. The “original inhabitants” were determined by cross-referencing the 1850 census 
returns from Millstone Township with those of the 1840 returns of its parent townships. The 1840 
census lists only the head-of-household while the 1850 one lists everyone by name. In 1840, 
WILLIAM and his family are found as mentioned above. The 1850 census was taken in August 1850; 
five months after WILLIAM died. Widow MARY THOMAS is found enumerated in that one. As 
neither WILLIAM’S nor MARY’S name actually appeared in both censuses, they have been 
overlooked as two of the “original inhabitants” of Millstone Township! 


On 7 June 1844 WILLIAM, of Millstone Township, signed his will.'° He leaves all his property to 
his wife, then to be divided in equal one-fifth shares for his children WILLIAM THOMAS, JR., 
REBECCA APPLEGATE, LUCY ANN THOMAS, ELIZABETH PERRINE and one for his grandson CHARLES 
P. THOMAS; $5.00 to his children EZEKIEL THOMAS, CHARLES THOMAS, JR. and SARAH KARR; 
$30.00 to daughters MARGARET SMIRES and Lucy ANN THOMAS. CHARLES JEMSON was appointed 
executor. He renounced this position on 11 April 1850. Witnesses were ABRAHAM JEMSON, 
STEPHEN CLAYTON and JOHN FRANCIS, JR. 


WILLIAM died of rheumatism on 20 March 1850 and was interred at the Colvill Hill Cemetery, also 
known as the Robbins Burial Ground.'° It is unclear why he was buried in the “Robbins” section of 
this yard as there has been no familial connection established thus far. His gravemarker is greatly 
worn and was found lying on the ground in 1992. This cemetery is in a state of great disrepair. The 
cemetery inventories referenced give two ages: 70 y.4 m.18 d. (PERRINE) and 70 y.1 m.18 d. 
(McCLEAN). The former is assumed to be correct because it has been this author's experience it is 
much easier to mistake a "4" for a "1" than vice-versa. His will was presented on 7 May 1850 with 
his son EZEKIEL acting as executor. An inventory, dated 15 May 1850, consisted of household 
effects and rye, corn, pork, 3 sheep, etc. 


The 1850 census has MARY, widow of WILLIAM, living in Millstone Township with CHARLES P. 
THOMAS, 18 and MARIA THOMAS, 12.'’ MARIA is most likely a granddaughter, possibly the 
daughter of EZEKIEL who appears later as MARIAH. MARY lived next to her daughter SARAH KARR 
and close to her son EZEKIEL. An 1851 map of Millstone Township shows 3 tracts belonging to 
E(ZEKIAL) THOMAS, (see below) two of which were those sold to him by his father as he owned them 
until 1860. These are near Carr’s Tavern: two tracts on the east side of Millstone Road, one being 
north of Carr’s Tavern Road, and the other south; the third lot was on the west side of Burnt Tavern 
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Road, south of Lakewood Road (Route 571). 


Mary died 13 September 1854 at 69 years old and was 
interred next to her husband. No headstone has yet been 
found. A footstone with "V1.7." on it is thought to be the 
correct marker. A cemetery inventory gives the headstone 
inscription as "Jn Memory of MARY, Wife of WILLIAM THOMAS, 
' died Sept. 13, 1854, Aged 69 years."'* (MCCLEAN gives year 
as 1851) 


In accordance with the will of WILLIAM THOMAS, Sr., after 
Mary's death, his land was sold. On 13 December 1854 EZEKIEL THOMAS sold two Millstone 
Township tracts, one the 26.25 acres purchased from SAMUEL WRIGHT in 1830 and the other the 
14.35 acre tract, plus a 24.25 acre tract he bought from JOHN DEBow in 1810, for $741.16 to 
CHARLES ELDRIDGE. The indenture was made on 26 January 1855 and confirmed on 15 February 
1855.'° EZEKIEL THOMAS filed a Final Accounting of the estate of WILLIAM THOMAS SR. in 1855. 





IssuE:”° 
1) Mary E. THOMAS: mother unknown (as well as source) 


2) EZEKIEL THOMAS: married MARIA RUNALS (name also given as MARGARET REYNOLDS) on 7 
March 1829 in Upper Freehold Township. Officiator was JAMES M. CHALLIS of Upper 
Freehold Baptist Church.”’ A wedding announcement appeared i in the Ti renton Fi ederalist two 
weeks later.** In 1830 and 1840 they are in Upper Freehold e 
Township. °3 In 1840 their children WILLIAM H., Mary E., 
RACHEL and "MANER" are with them. EZEKIEL had purchased 
land from his father in 1830 and 1837 as mentioned earlier.”* 
MARIA died 18 September 1841 and was interred at the Old 
Yellow Meeting House Cemetery aka Upper Freehold Baptist 
Cemetery. 


EZEKIEL is in Millstone Township as a farmer with his children 
Mary E., WILLIAM H. and RACHEL in 1850.”° On 7 April 

1851 he gave a mortgage to AARON ELY for the two lots purchased from his father in 1830 and 
1837 and a I-acre lot purchased from ROBERT THOMAS.”° He purchased land from JOSEPH 
CHAMBERS in Monmouth County, which was recorded on 11 April 1851.°’ On 29 January 1855 
he purchased land that his father had owned from CHARLES ELDRIDGE. This may have been to 
avoid any hint of abuse of duties as the executor for his father’s estate. As executor, he could 
not directly purchase the land without the appearance of abuse of powers. Mr. ELDRIDGE 
purchased the tracts and then resold part or all to EZEKIEL.”® (Text from Louisa Borodaeff, dated 
18 April 1992, has handwritten note: Ezekial to Chas Eldridge — following wishes of his father 
to sell all of his estate after the death of his mother Mary Thomas. Sold 1/26/1855) On 28 
March 1856 EZEKIEL gave another mortgage to AARON ELY for this land plus the land earlier 
mortgaged in 1851.7? On 24 March 1860, EZEKIEL sold 3 tracts of land in Millstone Township 
to ADOLPH THORN for $1300.00. Two tracts contained 36.87 acres and were those purchased 
by EZEKIEL from his parents in 1830 and 1837; the third tract was 2.03 acres that MARY either 
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purchased or inherited on 22 December 1803 and had become his upon their deaths and by 
quit-claim deeds of the other heirs.*” He would continue to mortgage his properties to Aaron 
Ely for many years.*! EZEKIEL is found in the 1860 census returns for Millstone Township.*” 
His birthplace is listed as Oshen Co, has WILLIAM H. and M4Ner with him, and has $600.00 in 
real estate. He sold property to his son WILLIAM H. THOMAS on 1 June 1876.*° MarIA died by 
the time of the 1880 census.” 


On 10 December 1886 EZEKIEL wrote his will. He bequeathed $1.00 to his son WILLIAM H. 
THOMAS; $50.00 to his grandson EZEKIEL THOMAS, son of WILLIAM; $20.00 to each of the 
children of his daughter MARY E. THOMAS and her husband ELIAS TAYLOR, to wit: ANN 
MARIAH TAYLOR, THOMAS TAYLOR, JOHN TAYLOR, IDA TAYLOR and LAURA TAYLOR; the 
remaining estate was divided into equal one-third shares: one share for the TAYLOR 
grandchildren; one share for his daughter MARIAH, wife of WILLIAM LUKER; and one share to 
his grandchildren ELIZA and EPHRIAM Down, children of his daughter RACHEL and her husband 
GEORGE DOWN. The executor was HENRY C. GRAVATT who renounced in favor of WILLIAM H 
THOMAS.*° EZEKIEL died 6 September 1889. He was interred at the Old Yellow Meeting House. 
Four known children have been identified. 


MARGARET THOMAS: matried JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR circa 1829. Their story is continued in 
a separate section. 


RACHEL THOMAS: no information known. 


CHARLES K. THOMAS, JUNIOR: It is believed the JUNIOR designation was used to either 
distinguish him from a brother of his father WILLIAM, i.e. an uncle, of the same name; to honor 
said uncle; or both. CHARLES married RACHEL PERRINE (born 21 July 1813), daughter of PETER 
DANIEL PERRINE and NANCY (ANN) GARRETSON, on 27 March 1830. Officiator was JOHN G. 
ELy, ESQuire.*° They lived in Upper Freehold Township most of their lives according to the 
1840-1880 census returns.*” 


CHARLES died 31 March 1867 and was interred at the Allentown Methodist Cemetery. A 
"Release and Discharge" in the Monmouth County Surrogate's Office, recorded 3 April 1873, 
lists CHARLES' widow RACHEL and children: CHARLES P. THOMAS, ROBERT C. THOMAS, 
WILLIAM THOMAS, MARY ANN THOMAS, RACHEL EMMONS, PETER THOMAS, HANNAH 
WILGUS, SARAH MATILDA THOMAS, CORLIS THOMAS and ANN ELIZA THOMAS.°® His widow 
was working as domestic help for GEORGE and MARGARET VANDERBECK in 1870. She lived in 
Allentown in 1880 with her daughters SARAH and ANN. RACHEL died in Allentown on 29 July 
1881 of scirrhus uturi (uterine cancer) and was interred with her husband. Twelve known 
children have been found. 


REBECCA A. THOMAS: the 24-year-old married CHARLES APPLEGATE, 21-years-old, son of 
JOHN THOMAS APPLEGATE and SARAH TAYLOR, both from Upper Freehold, on 29 April 1835. 
Officiator was CORNELIUS VANDERBECK, J.P.*° They lived in Plumstead Township, Ocean 
County in 1850 and 1860.*° CHARLES was a laborer in both censuses. Plumsted Township 
records note that 51-year-old REBECCA APPLEGATE, daughter of WILLIAM and MARY THOMAS, 
died at New Egypt on 20 July 1863. CHARLES married second ELIZABETH ANN PULLEN. 
CHARLES died 11 August 1887 in Plumsted Township, Ocean County, NJ. Eight known 
children have been identified. 
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SARAH THOMAS: was married to CAPTAIN WALTER KARR, JUNIOR on 10 January 1833 by 
PATRICK LYNCH, J.P.*' His name is given as KERR in that record. He was born 20 September 
1807 in NJ, son of WALTER KARR or KERR. In 1840 they are in Upper Freehold Township with 
children JOSHUA, WILLIAM H. and ELIZABETH. There is also an unidentified female under sue 
In a Monmouth County deed, recorded 2 August 1841, WILLIAM THOMAS sold property to 
WALTER KARR, JR.” In 1850 they are in Millstone Township, next to SARAH's widowed 
mother MARY.“* WALTER was a farmer with $400.00 in real estate. In 1860 they are, once 
again, in Upper Freehold Township.*° WALTER was a farm renter and his birthplace is listed as 
Oshen Co. while his wife and children were born in Monmouth County. In 1870 they are in 
New Sharon, Washington Township.*° WALTER is a farmer with $4100.00 in real estate. At 
this time a granddaughter, EMMA CARR, 7 years old, is enumerated with them as are their 
children JOB and SARAH. They appear in the census returns for Washington Township, Mercer 
County of 1880.*’ SARAH died in New Sharon on 6 June 1892 from ascites (abdominal fluid); 
ascites is always secondary to some other condition, in this case, not identified. The undertaker 
was J.S. ROGERS & Son from Hightstown; buried in Allentown Cemetery. WALTER died 29 
June 1894 in New Sharon, buried next to wife. Seven children known. 


ELIZABETH THOMAS: married CORLIS PERRINE on 20 April 1839. Their story is continued in 
a separate section. 


WILLIAM THOMAS, JUNIOR: married MARGARET PERRINE (born 1820) on 4 January 1840 by 
JOHN G. ELy, Esa.** MARGARET was the daughter of PETER DANIEL PERRINE and ANN 
(NANCY) GARRISON and sister to RACHEL, who married WILLIAM'S brother CHARLES, and to 
CORLIS who married WILLIAM'S sister ELIZABETH. In 1840 they are found in Upper Freehold 
Township with an unidentified 40-50-year-old male.” They are still there in 1850 with their 
children MARY, NANCY, SARAH, REBECCA and LUCY ANN.° ° WILLIAM enrolled in Company C 
of the 29th New Jersey Volunteers Infantry Regiment on 23 August 1862. On or about 19 
January 1863, the blood vessels in WILLIAM’S right leg burst during the Mud March near White 
Oak Church in Virginia. He was discharged on 30 June 1863 at Freehold, NJ.°' In 1865 they 
are in Upper Freehold Township and in 1870 they appear in East Windsor, Mercer County and 
back in Upper Freehold Township in 1880.°* In 1870 there appears an 8-year-old EMMA 
THOMAS, who may be a daughter or granddaughter. In 1880 their 8-year-old granddaughter, 
MARGARET V. THOMAS appears with them. WILLIAM was troubled with his Civil War injury all 
his life. He filed for an invalid pension in 1880 and again in 1890.°° 


MARGARET died 7 May 1881 and was interred at Robbins Burial Ground.” Her obituary, in the 
Monmouth Inquirer, states that MARGARET THOMAS, wife of WILLIAM, died in Milford on 4 
May 1881 at 62 years old.” 


According to his pension filings, by 1890 WILLIAM had moved to Asbury Park, NJ. He did 
receive a pension of $6.00 per month until his death. He died 7 April 1904 from arteriosclerosis 
and was interred with his wife. (MCLEAN's 1939 inventory gives WILLIAM'S birth date as 3 
August 1820, while PERRINE'S 1938 inventory gives MARGARET'S birth year as 1826; both are 
probably errors.) Their headstones have been toppled and were found buried under 2 inches of 
dirt and leaves by the author in June 1992. Seven children identified. 


10) Lucy ANN THOMAS: no information known. 
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Notes 


Land Transactions found in this biography account for 74.35 acres bought or inherited by William &/or Mary 
and 188.58 acres sold by them, or their son Ezekiel accounting as their executor. That leaves approximately 
155 acres purchased &/or inherited by William & Mary that has yet to be accounted for. 


Bought date from Sold date to 
2.03 12/22/1803 (Holman, J) 2.03 03/24/1860 (Ezekiel, sold to Thorn 1860) 
10.57 02/01/1817 (Chambers, J) 10.57 04/25/1827 (DeBow, R) 
24.50 11/30/1810 (DeBow, J) } 19.14 04/01/1837 (Ezekiel sold to Thorn 1860) 
} } 5.36 12/21/1830 (Ezekiel sold to Thorn 1860) 
11.00 (Mosler, P) } 11.00 12/21/1830 (Ezekiel sold to Thorn 1860) 


50.63 06/14/1813 (Castler, JJ@ 
25.00 10/10/1827 (Malsbury, C) 
26.25 06/23/1830 (Wright, S) 26.25 12/13/1854 (Eldridge, C sold to Ezek ‘55) 
14.35 12/13/1854 (Eldridge, C sold to Ezek ‘55) 
24.25 12/15/1854 (Eldridge, C sold to Ezek ‘55) 
74.35 188.58 


Thomas, Robert: 1790-91 Monmouth Co. Tax list - only THOMAS taxed, for 1 cattle and a householder. 


Thomas, Deborah, will of: of Middletown, Monmouth County, circa 1761. Witnessed by: Chrineyunce VAN 
MATER (buried next to William THOMAS, Sr. in Covill Hill Cem); extract in NJ Archives, Wills series. 


Thomas, Thomas: will of: husband of Deborah, circa 1758; extract in NJ Archives, Wills series. 


Holman — there is a strong presence of Holman in Whitchurch Canonicorum in Dorset. 
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51 Declaration for an Original Invalid Pension, Claim No. 356862, 12 April 1880; National Archives 


521865 NJ State Census: Monmouth Co; Upper Freehold Tp, p53; 
1870 US Census: Mercer Co, NJ; East Windsor Tp, Hightstown, "Household No. 134"; (and) 
1880 US Census: Monmouth Co, NJ; Upper Freehold Tp. 


53 vide supra Declaration for an Original Invalid Pension. 
54 vide supra Perrine and McLean, Inventory of Robbins Burial Ground. 


55 Monmouth Inquirer and Democrat, Obituaries; Monmouth Co. Historical Society holdings; LDS film No. 1298676, item 3, p100 


©2019 Brian A. Smith, D.C. 


